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Rabbi'’s Column

The other day, | found
myself searching through
rabbinic websites for a little
inspiration as we approached
the month of Elul. | came
across a beautiful reflection
curated by Reconstructing
Judaism that began with a
simple but profound idea:
as summer fades into fall,
Jewish tradition invites us to
turn inward.

-
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Elul, the month preceding

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, is a time of preparation, not
only for the holidays, but for the spiritual work they ask of us.
During Elul, we are encouraged to look honestly at ourselves.
Who have | been this past year? Who do | want to become?
Where have | fallen short? Whom have | hurt? Whose
forgiveness do | need? And perhaps there is another question,
one that may be even more difficult: Can | forgive myself?

We often think of teshuvah (returning) as acknowledging
our mistakes and asking forgiveness from those we may
have hurt. And certainly, that is an essential part of the

work. But teshuvah also asks us to return to something
deeper within ourselves: to the person we know we are
capable of becoming. That can be difficult under the best of
circumstances. And these are not the best of circumstances.

We are living in a world that constantly pulls our attention
away from the quiet work of the soul. There is always another
headline, another political battle, another act of hatred,
another expression of antisemitism, another war, another
reason to be anxious, angry, or afraid. Our phones and screens
bring the brokenness of the world directly into our homes and
into our hands. Sometimes it can feel almost impossible to
find the silence necessary to hear ourselves think, much less
to hear the still, small voice of the soul. Elul asks us to listen.

Each morning during this month, the sound of the shofar is
traditionally heard. The shofar is a spiritual alarm clock. With
its message being: Wake up. Pay attention. Do not simply

go through another year on autopilot. This is especially
important in a world that often seems to be shutting us down.
Hatred teaches us to close our hearts. Fear teaches us to
build walls. Anger can convince us that there is nothing left to
understand about someone who sees the world differently.
Yet teshuvah demands that we not allow the brokenness
around us to destroy our own capacity for goodness,
compassion, and hope. We must not ignore injustice or
pretend everything is all right, not excuse harmful behavior or

abandon our convictions, but remember that we are capable
of bringing light, and that dear friends, is where hope begins.

Hope is not the belief that everything will magically get
better. Hope is the belief that what we do matters. Every
apology matters. Every act of kindness matters. Every time we
choose compassion over contempt, connection over isolation,
or understanding over hatred, we engage in Tikun Olam, the
act of repairing a small piece of our broken world.

In a few days, we will gather for Selichot, when our tradition
turns us toward repentance and renewal. But some of the
most important work of Elul doesn't occur in the synagogue.
It happens around our dinner tables, in conversations with
family and friends, in the phone call we have been putting off,
the apology we know we need to make, or in the forgiveness
we have been struggling to offer. It also happens in quiet
moments when we ask ourselves whether we have been
carrying guilt, regret, disappointment, or self-criticism and
can we, finally, have the courage to release that burden. Elul
reminds us that our community can help us. None of us does
the work of teshuvah alone. Sometimes we need someone
to lovingly hold up a mirror, or to listen without judgment.
Sometimes we need encouragement to say, ‘I was wrong."

That is what | hope we can offer one another at Temple
Isaiah. Not perfection, but presence; not judgment, but
accountability joined with compassion; not the expectation
that we will never fail, but the belief that we can always strive
to return. And so, as we enter Elul, | would like to invite each
of us at Temple Isaiah to undertake our own small practice of
teshuvah. Each day, take a few quiet minutes to ask yourself:
What do | need to return to? What do | need to let go of?
Whom do | need to reach out to? Where can | bring healing?
Perhaps we can all make one phone call, offer one apology,
express one message of gratitude or extend one act of
forgiveness. And don't forget to offer yourself some of the
compassion as well.

May the sound of the shofar awaken us from complacency.
May this month of Elul help us at Temple Isaiah to open our
hearts in compassion and understanding. And may each small
act of teshuvah become a spark of hope: hope strong enough
to resist despair, courageous enough to face the brokenness
of our world, and generous enough to believe that change is
still possible. May we enter the New Year together with open
hearts, honest souls, and the courage to begin again.

Shanah Tovah U'Metukah

Frbfe Derry
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Co-President’s Column

I just read an article in the NYT which

| found very interesting. It was "Who is a
Jew?" based on California's considering
adding "Jewish" to its list of almost 50 ethnic
and racial groups for demographic data
purposes.

| have often mulled this question. | mostly
believe being Jewish as an ethnicity along
with a religion, although one can't typically
join an ethnicity. Still Judaism is handed
down from one's parents, either through
the matri- or patrilineage. One can't hand
down, say, Presbyterianism in the same
way. Similarly, it is pervasive among Jews
and gentiles alike to claim to identify
physical traits which are associated with
Jews, whereas not with individuals of other
religions. Fortunately or unfortunately,

certain personality characteristics are also
assigned to Jews: smart, creative, funny,

as well as ambitious, cheap and sly. These
distinctions appear to support an argument
for viewing being Jewish as an ethnicity. If
we are an ethnicity how does that affect
Ashkenazic Jews along with Mizrahi or
Sephardim?

Of course in our synagogue, and in others,
there are people who describe themselves
as cultural Jews but what culture exactly
does that refer to? Also, those of us who
view Jews as a people tend to have closer
ties with Israel as our ancestral homeland,
regardless of our attitude to its current
political leadership.

| am guessing that many of you have
wrestled with these ideas and have strong
opinions regarding them (another supposed
characteristic of Jewish peoplel).

| propose that we get together and explore
these topics as we kick off the celebration of
our Chai year in our synagogue. Who wants
to join me? Let's say, tentatively, October
18th at 3:00. Please let me know if you are
interested.

el Yerry, ond Loflic

It's hard to believe that our summer is ending, along with the summer services.
Thank you to the following members who made the services special and very interesting:

Claude Springer
Paula Newman and Ruth Isaac (double duty)
Judy Snow and Scott Schleifstein (double duty)
Rabbi Jerry Blum
Jonathan Wagner (double duty)
David Aubrey
We enjoyed your D'Var Torah analyses and your words of wisdom. Thank you.
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Celebrating our 18th year at 1 Chelsea Place

On September 7th 2008, we walked our Torahs from their old home on
Stoner Ave to Chelsea Place.

It is a blessing (and hard work) that brings us to this anniversary. As
we enter this 18th year, many of our programs, events and education
will focus on Chai. How did it come to be a symbol for our people from
gematria (humerology), custom, practice, and tradition?

In Judaism, the number 18 is important because it represents chai (life),
a word spelled with Hebrew letters that add up to 18. This connection
turns the number into a powerful symbol of good luck, health, and a
blessing for a long life.




Letters from Our Community

Caring Committee

I'd like to thank the members who work so hard:
Amy Gorman

Rachel Greenwald

Terry Joseph

Jean Lesser

Rona Levy

Scott Schleifstein

Judy Snow

Shelley Sherman

When you need us, we are here for you. Please
remember the buddy system. It is very important that
we keep in touch with each other. This works.

We wish you a Shana Tovah: a happy, healthy, and
sweet New Year.

Warmly, Kathie Davis

Ritual Committee

The High Holidays are only days away. We ask all those
congregants who had an Aliyah for Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur last year to please contact Paula or Ruth to
advise if you would like to have the same Aliyah for the

upcoming holidays, or if you are not available.

Please email or call Paula-paulanw@aol.com or 516-
829-2182, or Ruth-risaac123@gmail.com or 516-445-
8343. We look forward to your participation. Thanks for
your reply.

Paula Newman and Ruth Isaac

Treasurer/Financial Secretary

For each Bulletin | always start by seeing what | wrote the
previous month. Now that summer is ending and you're
back to reading this, | decided to just repeat (with modest
editing) what | wrote in August - so if you responded to
that, many thanks, and if not, read on..

With the High Holy Days coming early this year, this

is an August reminder to please send in your dues
pledges now! You don't have to pay now, although
we'd be very happy to have you start, but we need the
pledges in. You can pledge easily by clicking on the
link HERE. When you do start your payments, you may
use Zelle (call the office for the ID the first time you
use this), send a check, or use the donation link on the
website (top right hand corner) and pay by credit card
without any 3% fee added on - just please tell us what
the payment is for by emailing the office at office@
templeisaiahgn.org. If you are paying by a donation of
stock, it is critical that you notify the office and me so
the stock can be sold as soon as it is in our account.

In addition to your dues pledge, please consider adding
a few other items for this time of year. your name to

the New Year's Card, the Memorial Book and Kol Nidre
appeal, and 360 Circle, to wish fellow congregants your
best.

Thank you, those of you who have already squared your
accounts.

The last reminder for this month: if you are making
RMDs (Required Minimum Distribution) from an IRA

or an inherited IRA, you can contact your brokerage
and have them send us a check as a QCD (Qualified
Charitable Donation). It is not taxable but still counts
towards your RMD - and again, let the office know what
the check is for. It has to go directly from the broker to
the Temple. For those of you with large deductions (like
property taxes and all your charitable donations), the
QCD may not be as useful as it was before last year's
tax bill, so you may find you can skip this method.

Bill Hersh
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Letters from Our Community, continued

Fundraising Committee
Apples and Honey for a Sweet New Year!

As we head into the High Holy Days, we are reminded
of how important our Temple Isaiah community is to
us. We are also reminded of our need to support our
temple in big and small ways: from our dues pledge,
to giving of our time, and financial support, as means
allow. We can contribute through our community New
Year's card, or recognizing our loved ones who have

passed away with a memorial plaque, or on a special
occasion with a leaf on our Tree of Life, or just hosting a
Friday night oneg. For small contributions, our bulletin
is a beautiful way to remember a special moment with
our friends and family, or a wish for healing. However
you support the temple, your effort is always deeply
appreciated by all.

May the coming year be happy and healthy,

Terry Birnbaum-Horton

Order An Engraved Plaque to Honor
and Remember Your Loved One

It is deeply rooted in Jewish tradition to place in the sanctuary
of the synagogue a plaque with the names of loved ones who
have passed away. Once a plaque is dedicated, it becomes a
permanent memorial. The Yahrzeit lights will be illuminated on
the yahrzeits of your loved one's death and at Yizkor services
throughout the year. The cost per plaque is $700.

CLICK THIS LINE OF TEXT TO ACCESS THE FORM AND ORDER A PLAQUE NOW

For a small donation, list family and friends in our Memorial book,
and REMEMBER to let the office know if there are names that need to be added!

Social Action Committee

September is here and of course it is High Holiday
season, during which time we will be very busy and
very reflective. September is also the unofficial start

of the campaign season for the midterm elections,
when, again, we need to be very busy, reflective and
active. Although it seems as if campaign season is ever
present, now is when things begin in earnest.

We all need to do whatever we can to elect the
candidates of our choice, both locally and nationally.
There are phone calls to be made, texts, letters and
postcards to be written, doors to be knocked on and
money to be contributed. Any or all of these actions
may be outside your comfort zone, but they are all
essential to help establish the government we want.

An excellent source for information on how to get
involved is GOTV (Get Out The Vote). The organization

helps to register voters and sends mailings encouraging
people to vote and increase voter turnout.

With that in mind, the Social Action Committee will be
holding a postcard writing party this month, on a date to
be announced. We will be starting with 100 postcards.
Allyou will need is a pen and stamp money. The cards
will be mailed to designated voters in swing states and
will contain a scripted message, handwritten by you.

If this event is a success, there will be more events to
come.

The time is now! Join up with the campaign of any
candidate you wish. All candidates welcome volunteers.
Whether you have a lot of time to devote to this or only
a little, no one should be too busy to just sit this one
out. If we want change, we must all get involved.

Denise Miller & Judy Brook
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September Events

Saturday, September5, 2026
Sanctuary at Temple Tikvah

7:00pm - Study Session and Havdalah service
8:00pm - Selichot service with changing of the Torah covers

To begin the season of repentance, Temple Tikvah and Temple
Isaiah of Great Neck will be hosting a joint Selichot study session,
Havdalah, and service to change our Torah covers from our
regular rich blue to High Holy Day White.

All are invited, light snacks and beverages will be served.

SAVE THE DATE: OCTOBER 25TH, 2026

Temple Isaiah Luncheon, with matching gifts of up to $5000!

This year we are honoring Bill and Carol Hersh for their many years of dedication and support.
Again, your generous contribution will be matched dollar for dollar, for a total of $5000
(Look to the coming invitation for details).

We are grateful to have congregants like the Hersh's who have contributed as much to
Temple Isaiah as the they have. Bill's bookkeeping and computer skills have been invaluable

to our Temple and Carol's organizational talents have been outstanding.

They have contributed much, much more to Temple Isaiah,
but you will need to join us at LaBaraka to hear the whole, colorful story!

As always, your contributions to honor the Hersh's and Temple Isaiah are for you too.
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High Holy Days

High Holy Day Schedule
2026-5787

Selichot -Saturday, September 5th
Program: 8:00PM, Service: 9:15-10:00 PM
Followed by Collation

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 11th - 7:30 PM
President's Collation

Rosh Hashanah: 1st Day
Saturday, September 12th
Morning Service: 10:00 AM

Rosh Hashanah: 2nd Day
Sunday September 13th
Program: 10:30 AM
Tashlich: 12:30 - 1.30 PM
(Steppingstone Park)

Yom Kippur: Kol Nidre
Sunday, September 20th - 7:30 PM

Yom Kippur: Day
Monday, September 21st
Morning Service: 10:00 AM
Discussion 1:15 - 2:30 PM
Meditation/Moment at Ark- 3:45 PM
Afternoon Service - 4:15 - 5:30 PM

Yizkor: 530 PM

N'ilah: 6:00 PM
Break-the-Fast: 7:.00 PM

Sponsored by Denise Miller & Steve Fein

Erev Sukkot:
Friday, September 25th
Annual Sukkah Party and Dinner 6:00 PM
Shabbat and Erev Sukkot Services 7:00 PM
Sukkot: Morning Service
(TBD)

Erev Simchat Torah
Friday, October 2nd
with Temple Beth El
Simchat Torah: Yizkor
Saturday, October 3rd - 10:30 AM
Atria Cuttermill

RSVPs are required for High Holiday Tickets, at no charge for guests or family members.

Please click the address to email office@templeisaiahgn.org with the names of your attendants.
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September Celebrations & Rememberances
P o <

Claude Springer........c..... September 2

Sylvia Kelman
Mother of Ellen, Mark, & Steven
Kelman (9/2)

Rita Wechsler
Wife of Morton Wechsler (9/2)

May Secofsky

Mother of Joan & Martin Secofsky (9/3)

Marjorie Finkelstein
Friend of Willa Lewis (9/4)

Frances Greenberg
Mother of Lorraine Weinberger (9/4)

Shirl K Lewis
Mother of Willa Lewis (9/5)

Steven Richard Wacher
Son of Pauline Wacher (9/5)

Betty Burghardt
Mother of David Burghardt (9/6)

Walter Levenbach
Uncle of William Rosenberg (9/6)

Evelyn Slonim
Sister of Ruth Mandelbaum (9/6)

David Diamond
Husband of Shelley Sherman (9/7)

Philip Mayer, Jr.
Grandfather of David Ferguson (9/8)

Rita Loew Weissman
Mother of Jean Lesser (9/8)

Benjamin Joseph
Father of Richard Joseph (9/10)

Terry Birnbaum-Horton.................
September 17

0 YAHRZEITS

Elaine Birnbaum
Mother of Rod Birnbaum (9/11)

Norma Hersh
Mother of William Hersh (9/11)

John Lesser
Husband of Jean Lesser (9/11)

Gary Ramsey
Friend of Rabbi Jerry Blum (9/11)

Bella Koss
Mother of Nina Koss (9/12)

John Moses Ferguson
Father of David Ferguson (9/13)

Alvin Borden
Father of Patricia Gabay (9/14)

Janet Linden
Mother of Michelle Birnbaum (9/14)

Melita Isaacs
Mother of Patricia Isaacs (9/16)

Miriam Beck
Mother of Meryl Menashe (9/17)

Joseph Lieber
Grandfather of David Aubrey (9/17)

Louis Brook
Father of Helman Brook (9/22)

Max Haber
Father of Clare Haber (9/22)

David Levy
Husband of Florence R. Levy (9/23)

Kit Benton.........ccoveevuverne September 30
Maxwell Marder
Husband of Harriet Marder (9/23)
Harold Branch

Father of Suzanne Branch (9/24)

Edward Isaacs
Father of Patricia Isaacs (9/25)

Bessie Hamel
Grandmother of Denise Miller (9/26)

Kurt Kelman
Father of of Ellen, Mark, & Steven
Kelman (9/26)

Mischa Lieber
Uncle of David Aubrey (9/26)

Carol Manheim
Aunt of Amy Gorman (9/26)

Lia Hans
Wife of Mortimer Hans (9/27)

Robert Bruce
Husband of Diane Haber (9/28)

Roberto Torres
Father of Terese Joseph (9/28)

Michael Kahan
Friend of Willa Lewis (9/30)

Celia Miller
Grandmother of Denise Miller (9/30)

Herbert Rosenberg
Father of Ruth Isaac (9/30)
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General Donations

In honor of Shelley Sherman'’s birth-

day: Shelley Sherman in memory of David

Rona Levy, Suanne and David Scherr, = Diamond
Rhoda and Craig Smolow, Marlene
Quintinilla

The 360 Circle of Tzedakah

By contributing to the 360 Circle you assure that your best wishes will

be shared with all congregants who are celebrating a simcha, healing, or
sadly suffering a loss. A Temple card sent to a fellow member will wish a
Mazal Tov on an important occasion, express a get well, or a condolence,
and it will always include your name. You won't have to write a separate
check each time you wish to share your support; one check will cover you
for the whole year!

Simply send a payment of $360 to Temple Isaiah, earmarked for the 360
Circle, and your name will be included on all cards sent out to commem-
orate the life events of your fellow congregants.




September 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Shabbat Services | Selichot
Zoom only @Temple Tikvah
7pm 8pm
6 7 8 0 10 11 12
Erev
Rosh Hashanah
in Temple and | Rosh Hashanah
via Zoom - First Day
7:30pm 10am
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Rosh Hashanah
Second Day Shabbat Services
10:30am in Temple and
Taslich via Zoom - No Torah Study
12:30pm 7pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Yom Kippur
10am
Afternoon
4:15pm Erev Sukkot
Erev Yom Kippur | Yizkor 5:30 Sukkah Party -
Kol Nidre Break-Fast 6pm Sukkot
7:30pm 7pm Services 7pm First Day
27 28 29 30
Sukkot
| Second Day )
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RIVERSIDE-
Nassau North Chapels

55 North Station Plaza
Great Necl, New Yorlk 11021
(516) 487-9600

PRE-NMEED COUNSELING AVAILABLE

DAVID M. RUBIN

For Generations
A Symbol Of Jewish Tradiition.

Continuing to maintain the high service standards of the Rogenthal, Grossberg and Alpert lamilies

Riverside Memorlal Chapel 15 a participating member flrm of The PRE Plan,™ e -
an FDIC insured fund Nor pre-pabd funeral arrangensents. o

Temple Isaiah of Great Neck
1 Chelsea Place, Great Neck, NY 11021

Fall Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Fridays 12-2:30 PM
Call 516-487-5373 or email office@templeisaiahgn.org for confirmation.

Deadline for bulletin submissions: 20th of the month




