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R E N E W  Y O U R  M E M B E R S H I P !

It's almost Tisha B'Av: 

a time of mourning, 

and a time to renew and repair!

CLICK HERE to submit your pledge online

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQFpD2zrfBQTe4OgyNN_UJaf7JCXn3faXrGmBpUAvF7lVLOw/viewform?usp=header


July 2026 - Temple Isaiah Bulletin   |  2

Seven

I begin my writing on 
the eve of July, the 
seventh month of the 
Gregorian calendar, and 
am reminded that the 
number seven is very 
significant in our Jewish 
tradition. The most 
familiar reference to 
the number seven is, of 
course, the Shabbat. 

“And the heaven and the earth were finished, and 
all the host of them. And on the seventh day God 
finished His work which He had made; and He rested 
on the seventh day from all His work which He had 
made.” (Genesis 2:1-2)

We learn from this verse that on the seventh day, 
God rested from the work of creation and so too 
do we have our weekly respite from our work. We 
take the time to rejuvenate ourselves and take a 
break from our everyday responsibilities, even if 
it’s just for a little while and not the entire day. The 
Torah then instructs us about the Sh’mita year also 
known as the Sabbatical year. 

“When you enter the land that I assign to you, the 
land shall observe a sabbath of the LORD. Six years 
you may sow your field and six years you may 
prune your vineyard and gather in the yield. But in 
the seventh year the land shall have a sabbath of 
complete rest, a sabbath of the LORD: you shall not 

sow your field or prune your vineyard.” (Leviticus 25:2 
– 4)

Even the land needed the rest, so that it could 
renew itself and become fertile once more. And 
so, as we begin our summer season (and the 
seventh month), it is time for me to have some 
down time and do some restorative work on my 
soul and spirit.

In addition to some relaxing and travel, these next 
many weeks will be dedicated to preparing myself 
(and the temple) for the upcoming High Holy Day 
season, plus creating a new schedule of learning 
opportunities and holiday celebrations. This year 
we will be welcoming some new faces to our 
holiday roster and in the next few weeks, we will 
be introducing our new prayer and music team. 
We are looking forward to services and activities 
that will be both exciting and engaging. Keep an 
eye out for these introductions coming soon.  

I do look forward to some R and R, but I won’t be 
a stranger. I’ll be around to lead a Friday evening 
service and joining with our friends at Temple 
Beth El to commemorate Tisha B’Av (the Nineth of 
Av) as we have done for the last many years. This 
year’s Tisha B’Av ritual will be held at our Temple 
Isaiah. More information to come in the next week.

I wish you all a safe and healthy and restful 4th 
of July and summer season and I look forward to 
seeing you at temple.

 Rabbi Jerry

Rabbi’s Column

July 3  Claude Springer 

July 10  TBD 

July 17  Judy Snow and Scott Schleifstein

July 24  Rabbi Jerry Blum

July 31  Jonathan Wagner  7:00 PM  

August 7  Paula Newman

August 14 Judy Snow and Scott Schleifstein

August 21 Jonathan Wagner  7:00 PM  

August 28 David Aubrey

Summer Services 
Continuing our long tradition of lay-led summer 

services, here’s the list of dates and leaders for 

July and August. All services will be both in-per-

son and via Zoom at 6:30PM, unless specified. 

Check the Weekly for Zoom changes at different 

locations. Be sure to join us for these warm and 

intimate services.
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Dear Friends,

This month's column is about a very delicate 
topic: Money. But don't be alarmed, this is a 
candid reflection on reality, not a solicitation, so 
please stay with me here.

By now you have all received your membership 
packets either at the congregational meeting 
or in the mail. Of course we hope that everyone 
is rejoining and looking forward to another 
inspiring, educational and fun year ahead with 
your Temple Isaiah family. Every member is 
valued and contributes to the strength and 
camaraderie of our community, no matter the 
level of one’s monetary support.         

I would like to reiterate why it is important to 
submit your membership form and pledge now, 
even if you don't make your initial payment right 
away.

Our new fiscal year started June 1st. When we 
plan our budget and activities for the year it is 
crucial for us to have reasonable and informed 

expectations of our revenue. We build on the 
base amount of what we will receive as dues. 
Our expenses are year-round and we have a 
responsibility to meet them in a timely way. 

We understand that it may seem like 
every minute we are asking for additional 
contributions- some small and some large. It is 
not your imagination- we are, not because we 
are greedy, but because the funds are needed to 
survive and flourish.

We are approaching the fall and the High 
Holidays, when a number of opportunities to 
give come in quick succession and may feel 
overwhelming: New Years greeting, Kol Nidre 
Appeal, Memorial book, and memorial wall 
plaques, right on the heels of membership fees. 
We get it. It is a lot, and we understand. No one 
expects anyone to support everything and no 
one judges anyone’s choices.

As Bill Hersh often reminds us, many of us 
can use our required distributions from our 
IRAs to pay our commitments and save those 
distributions from being taxed. It is a win-win and 
can be used for any of the seasonal asks or dues.

Please understand that no one wants the Temple 
Isaiah membership to be a burden- we want 
it to enrich your life. So with that in mind we 
are looking forward to seeing you soon as we 
worship, celebrate and learn together.

Shelley, Terry, and Kathie

Co-President’s Column

Looking back at the gala, Richard and I are so appreciative of everyone’s effort in making the event such a 
resounding success. We are so grateful for this honor. Having our renewal of vows ceremony in conjunction with 

being honored make it an evening I will treasure forever.

A big thank you to everyone who attended the gala, to the rabbi for the beautiful ceremony,                                      
and to the committee who worked so hard in putting the event together.

Terry and Richard
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Fundraising Committee

The cycles of our life, seasons and holidays.

We are entering summer and what traditionally has 

been our slow season, both personally and for Temple 

Isaiah, yet our temple leaders are gearing up for the 

High Holy days. It is a time we are considering our 

membership, our budget for the coming year and 

organizing the holidays. It is also a quiet time for 

fundraising, as we hope you renew your membership.

As congregants, we might only be checking the dates 

for the High Holy days on our calendar, organizing 

family dinners, considering the weather for what to wear 

and often late getting in our membership pledge.

One thing that is often forgotten is the warm and sad 

feeling we have when we see all the memorial plaques 

lit up. We see the plaques and I hope you think, I wish I 

had added a loved one’s name to this beautiful wall and 

tradition.

Personally, I think how my family would love to see 

how I have honored family that are no longer with us, 

that their names are remembered in a significant way, 

that is why this year I will be adding plaques for family 

members who have passed in the last few years.

Terry Birnbaum-Horton         	

Hello from The Caring Committee

As we embark on summer adventures, here's a Prayer 

for a Safe Journey (from Chabad.org).

"May it be Your will, G-d, our G-d and the G-d of our 

fathers, that You should lead us in peace and direct our 

steps in peace...."

The Caring Committee members are always here for 

you when you need us. You are our Temple Isaiah 

family, and we care for you.

Warmly, Kathie Davis

Treasurer/Financial Secretary

Our fiscal year has begun, meaning everyone’s dues 

and any other outstanding balances are overdue. Some 

of you should have received emails from me with an 

explanation of your account and the mostly small 

amounts that were due, but it adds up. Due to a data 

entry snafu, auction amounts were mostly not included, 

so you may be hearing from me about that soon.

This year we will have a surplus for the first time in a 

while, due to not having to make payments on our 

mortgage. That will resume in January 2027, so we still 

need your generous dues pledgesas well as payments, 

and continued support of our fundraisers.

I won’t repeat the details of how you can donate – 

see the April Bulletin which you can always find on 

the Temple web site at https://templeisaiahgn.org/

bulletin/, but will remind you that you can easily pay 

by Zelle, PayPal, and/or a recurring monthly dues 

payment that you can set up on your own checking 

account. And last, while you can make big payments 

from your IRA via a QCD, with the new tax law most of 

you can probably deduct your charitable donations in 

full if you are itemizing your deductions again (rather 

than using the standard deduction), which is a bit 

simpler than arranging the QCD.

Bill Hersh

P.S. from Amy Gorman: Send in those Membership 

Forms or CLICK HERE to submit your pledge online.

Letters from Our Community

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQFpD2zrfBQTe4OgyNN_UJaf7JCXn3faXrGmBpUAvF7lVLOw/viewform?usp=header
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Social Action Committee

From Ecclesiastes….”There is nothing new beneath the 

sun.”

Unfortunately this is true of the many social justice 

issues of our time. These include the rule of law, voting 

rights, women’s rights, immigrant rights, LGBTQ rights, 

antisemitism, health care, food insecurity, and climate 

change. Consider volunteering your time to the many 

organizations addressing the issues that are important 

to you.  

We expect to get involved with voter turnout programs 

in the fall. If there is a particular candidate whom you 

admire running for election in November, let's get 

involved in their campaigns.

 

Until then, write, call or email your representatives 

with your pleasure or displeasure with the state of our 

nation.

The contact information for our representatives is:

Sen. Charles Schumer   631-753-0978 (Melville)                     

                                           518-431-4076  (Albany)

		                 202-224-6542  (Washington D.C.)

                                           www.schumer.senate.gov

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand   202-224-4451 (Washington)

			    212-688-6262 (Manhattan)

			    www.gillibrand.senate.gov

Rep. Thomas Suozzi       202-225-3335 (Washington)

			    718-631-0040 (Douglaston)

			    516-861-1070 (Glen Cove)

			    suozzi.house.gov

 Temple Isaiah Board of Trustees 

2026-2027

Executive Committee

Presidium:                                                             Kathie Davis 

                                                                               Terry Joseph

                                                                        Shelley Sherman

Vice President Fundraising:          Terry Birnbaum-Horton

Vice President Programming:                           Lloyd Perell

Vice President Membership:                           Amy Gorman

Vice President Social Action:                           Denise Miller

Treasurer/Financial Secretary:                             Bill Hersh

Recording Secretary:                                  Linda Burghardt

Trustees

	 Term Ending 6/27                     Steve Fein

				               Martin Secofsky

	 Term Ending 6/28	            Rona Levy

				               Rachel Greenwald

				               Jean Lesser

				               Paula Newman

	 Term Ending 6/29	            Ruth Isaac

				               Marcia Null

				               Judy Snow

				               Scott Schleifstein

				               Jonathan Wagner

Letters from Our Community, continued

http://www.schumer.senate.gov/
http://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/
http://suozzi.house.gov/
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July Events
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Tisha B'Av
Wednesday, July 22nd
our friends from Temple Beth El will be joining us to commemorate 

Tisha B’Av - the Nineth of Av. This year's reading of the Book of Eicha 

(Lamentations) will take place at Temple Isaiah. More information will be 

forthcoming.
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July Celebrations & Rememberances

Devon Shuriah..................................July 5

Marilyn Kornzweig.........................July 9 

Meryl Menashe..............................July 15

Judy Brook......................................July 17

Denise Miller..................................July 25

Ruth Isaac........................................July 27

Terese Joseph................................July 28

BIRTHDAYS

Evelyn Israel 
Mother of Howard Israel (7/2)

Deborah Keck                                                 
Sister of Rabbi Jerry Blum (7/2)

Samuel Schwartz                                                   
Brother of Louis Schwartz (7/4)

Muriel Salzman 
Mother of Amy Gorman (7/7)
Al Loew                                                               
Uncle of Mindy Israel (7/9)
Kenneth Greenwald                              
Husband of Rachel Greenwald (7/10)

Leon Epstein                                                        
Father of Irwin Epstein (7/11)                                                                             

Milton Tager                                                      
Uncle of Lloyd Perell (7/11)

Matthew Rubenstein                                                      
Husband of Rita Rubenstein (7/12)                                                                         

Leon Beck                                                         
Father of Meryl Menashe (7/13)                                                              

Joseph Melman                                                 
Brother-in-law of Jean Lesser (7/13)

Lewis Lofsky Smith                                                          
Husband of Beth Smith (7/13) 

James Munnelly                                                            
Stepfather-in-law of Terry Birn-
baum-Horton (7/14)

Edward Shapiro                                                     
Brother of Barbara Feldman (7/15 )

Jonathan Aubrey                                                     
Brother of David Aubrey  (7/16)

Lechoslaw Oleksiej                                                   
Friend of Amy & Howard Gorman 
(7/16)

Jacqueline Ferguson                                                                       
Wife of David Ferguson (7/17)

Irene Elizabeth McTiernan                                                  
Mother of Gary McTiernan (7/17 ) 

Anthea Myslivecek                                                      
Friend of Lloyd Perell (7/17 )

Edith Springer                                                           
Mother of Claude Springer (7/18)

David Brook                                                    
Brother of Helman Brook (7/19)

Sara Bennett                                                     
Daughter of Saul & Joan Bennett (6/17)

Celia Stone Goldbas                                                     
Mother of Jacqueline Neumann (7/21)

Lewis Martin Gersman                                                    
Brother of Norman Gersman (7/24)

Bernard Shiller                                               
Father of Stephen Fein (7/25)

Benjamin Falon                                                 
Husband of Frances Falon (7/26)

Rachel Kirschner                                                
Mother of Philip Kirschner (7/26)

Raechel Israel                                                  
Aunt of Howard Israel (7/27)

Zvi Hersh Appleman                                                  
Great-grandfather of David Aubrey 
(7/28)

Kathrine Mayer                                                 
Mother-in-law of David Ferguson 
(7/29)

Daisy Raynor                                                   
Mother of Linda Marshak (7/29)

Edith Warshavsky                                                     
Mother of Steven Warshavsky (7/31)

                                       

YAHRZEITS

Richard & Terese Joseph.......................................July 3

Jonathan Silver & Bella Bekker-Silver...........July 12        

ANNIVERSARIES
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June Donations

General Donations
36o Circle of Tzedakah:

Helman & Judy Brook, Kathie Davis, 
Bill & Carol Hersh, Denise Miller & 
Steve Fein, Terry Birnbaum-Horton, 
Ruth Isaac, Shelley Sherman, Richard 
& Terry Joseph, Paula Newman

--In memory of Gen Munnelly, mother-            
in-law of Terry Birnbaum-Horton 

--In honor of Steve Fein’s birthday

Kit Benton in honor of Steve Fein’s 
birthday

Kathie Davis in memory of Ruth Man-
delbaum

Irwin Epstein in memory of Rachel 
Rose Epstein & Selma Dechter 

David & Susie Ferguson in memory of 
Katherine Mayer, Jacqueline Ferguson, 
Louise Helen Ferguson 

Ruth Isaac in honor of Steve Fein’s 

birthday 

Marcia & Scott Ladin in honor of Shel-
ley Sherman's birthday

Meryl and Jack Menashe in memory 
of Leon Beck

Jacqueline Neumann in memory of 
Celia Stone Goldbas

Shelley Sherman in honor of Steve 
Fein’s birthday

The 360 Circle of Tzedakah 
By contributing to the 360 Circle you assure that your best wishes will 

be shared with all congregants who are celebrating a simcha, healing, or 

sadly suffering a loss. A Temple card sent to a fellow member will wish a 

Mazal Tov on an important occasion, express a get well, or a condolence, 

and it will always include your name. You won’t have to write a separate 

check each time you wish to share your support; one check will cover you 

for the whole year!  

Simply send a payment of $360 to Temple Isaiah, earmarked for the 360 

Circle, and your name will be included on all cards sent out to commem-

orate the life events of your fellow congregants.



No Torah Study 

No Torah Study 

No Torah Study 

July 2026 - Temple Isaiah Bulletin   |  9

	 Sun	 Mon	 Tue	 Wed	 Thu	 Fri	 Sat

July 2026
Calendar

                                                                   1                   2                    3                      4                                

5	 6                   7	 8	  9	 10                11           	 

12	 13	  14	  15	  16	   17               18	     

 19	 20	  21	  22                  23       	   24	 25                 

26	 27                28	  29                 30                 31

Shabbat Shirah 
in Temple and 
via Zoom - 
7pm

Lay Led Shabbat
in Temple and 
via Zoom - 
6:30pm

Shabbat Services  
in Temple and 
via Zoom - 
6:30pm

No Torah Study 

Lay Led Shabbat
in Temple and 
via Zoom - 
6:30pm

Erev Tisha B'Av
in Temple and 
via Zoom - 

Lay Led Shabbat 
in Temple and 
via Zoom - 
6:30pm

Lay Led Shabbat  
in Temple and 
via Zoom - 
7pm
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Temple Isaiah of Great Neck 
1 Chelsea Place, Great Neck, NY 11021

 Summer Office Hours: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12-2:30 PM 

Call 516-487-5373 or email office@templeisaiahgn.org for confirmation.

Deadline for bulletin submissions: 20th of the month


